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LIFE and CHARACTER 


| OF 5 | 
CHARLES 
F Duc of SHREWSBURL 


! 


- 


My LOR p, 


"EF Aving ſome Weeks ago ſeen an Advertiſement in 
the St. Zames's-Poſt, that ſhortly would be publi- | 
; ſhed Secret Memoirs of the Duke of Shrewsbury, i 
I was moved with Diſdain, to think that the Memory of 
io great a Man ſhould be murthered by thoſe Memoir- 
Mongers as was thoſe of the Lords Hallifax, Wharton 
Duke Hamilton, the Biſhop of Salisbury ; and indeed mf 
ol the great Men of the Age. 25 | 
Theſe Garret Grub-ſtreet Authors, like Dawbers in 
Painting, if they can form the Likeneſs of a Man in ge 
neral, take no'tarther Gare of making it like the Perle | 
atrepreſents ;.and esl on Signs it would not be known, || 
but by the Name at Bottom, ſo if they can gather fome 
f 7 Letters, and fore, Scraps of Negotiations and | 
— Treaties) they immediately form Memoirs: This, My | 
Lord, {at the Defire of ſeveral of his Grace's Friends 
who knew the Intimacy I had with him for near 'Thirty } 
| LAS - FINE 
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Years, ] in uced me to Preſent your Lordſhip with g 
following Sketch of his Life, in which I am ſure I do 
uſtice to his Memory, becauſe I neither Flatzer his 
beſt Actions, nor Conceal his Worſt: I lead him through 
all the Paths of his Life; from his Cradle to his Graves 
The Whigs muſt own that I tell Truth when he was of 
their Side; and thoſe with whom he was linked in the 
latter part of his Life, muſt acknowledge that I do him 
' Juſtice there too. I tell you how he came to be a Pro- 
reſtant, and how he behaved at Rome; and if Impartia- 
lity be a Recommendation to a piece of this kind, I do 
recommend it as ſuch to your Lordſhips Favour and 


Protection. 


HARLES Duke of Shrerusbury was Born on St. 
Fames's Eve, in the Year 1660, juſt after the Re 
ſtoration of the Royal Family ; and had the Honour of be- 
ing the firſt that King Charles the Second ſtood God-Fa- ? 
ther to. ae 5 1 5 : 
He was Deſcended from the Antient and Noble Fa- 
mily of the Talbots, who were for ſo many Succeeding 
Ages Governours of Guyen an Gaſcoign for the Enghſh, |! 
and Earls of Shrewsbury fince the Reign of Henry the b. ö 
His Father, the Earl of Shrewsbury, was a Roman Ca- 
tholick, as the Family had always been; and his Mo- 
ther one of the greateſt Beauties of that Age, a Daugh- | 
ter of Brudnall Earl of Cardigan, of the ſame Religion, in 
which our Young Duke was brought up till he arrived 
to the Years of Reaſon and Diſcretion, to look about 
and chooſe for himſelf, 4 | 
In the Year 1679 he became acquainted with that emi- 
nent Divine Dr. Tilltſon, and as he would not enter the 
Liſts of 1% with him himſelf he got his Grand- 
Father the Earl of Cardigan to collect all that the Popiſh 
Prieſts could ſay in Defence of their Religion, and car- 
ried it to the Doctor for his Opinion, and his Anſwer he 
carried back to his Grand Father, and this he continue 
for near Two Years, till at laſt being thoroughly con 


vinced of the Errors of the Church of Rome, he Renounc- 
ed them, and embraced the Proteſtant Religion, even at 
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Dule of Shrewsbury. 


na time when Popery began very much to prevail in Eng- 
fand, and it's to thoſe Converſations, and his Converſion, 
that we owe thoſe eminent Pieces againſt Popery in 

Doctor Tilbtfon's. Printed Works: 

When King Femes: aſcended the Throne, that Prince, 
although a Papiit, gave him the Command of a Regi- 
ment of Horſe, but Papery reigning Rampant at Court, 
and finding himſolt employed to break through the Laws 
of his Country, and bring in a Deſpotick Power, he 
could not ſtand it; for pretending to go to France, he and 
Mr. Reel one of the Grooms of the Bed-Chamber to 
King James (and now Earl of Orford) hired a Boat pri- 
vately, and went over to Holland to the Prince of Orange, 

| having firſt Borrowed 12000 l. upon his Eſtate, to ſup- 
port him there, part of which was from Father Peters, 

In Holland he declared openly for the Laws and Liber: 
tys of his Country, and was the chief Inſtrument of 
bringing about that Glorious Revolution which hapned ſoon 
after. ö 5 ! g 
Ia 1688 he came over with the Prince of Orange, and 

was (ent by that Prince on his Landing, to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of Briſtol. | 

He was alſo one of the three Peers that were ſent to 
King James, from the Prince of Orange, to defire him to 
retir- trom Whitehall ; and after that Kings Abdication, 
and King William's Acceſſion to the Throne, was made 
ſole Secretary of State, although not above Twenty 

Eight Years Old. U SE + 

He continued in this Station till the Kings Affairs o- 
bliging him to bring in ſome of the Tories into the Admi- 
niſtration, (for now thoſe names of diſtinction of Whig 
and Tory were revived,) he would not conſent to a mixt 
Miniſtry, and declaring himſelf a thorough Whig, gave 
up the Scals of his Office, and retired. 22 

During his Retreat, he contracted a great Intimacy 
with the Earl of Marlborough, and Lord Godolphin, and 
ſeem' d to declare againſt ever coming into Publick Buſi- 
neſs again, but the Kings affairs in Parliament wanting 
the ſupport and aid of the Whigs, he was ſollicited in 
# 1695 to come in again, which he declined, and retired 
| into 
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2 Hunting, who in riſing ſtruck him on the Breaft, 


ever the Parliament did not put his Name amongſt thoſe | 


Th: Life of Charles 4 
igta the Country; but receiving a Letter from King 
William's Queen, enforeing the Reaſons of the Necœeſſit 7 
of his coming in, and granting all his Demands of. bring- 
-ing in his own People with him, he again accepted of 
the Seals, was Crea ted a Duke, and made Knight of the 
Garter ; but an unlucky Fall from his Horſe as he was 


brought on ſuch a ſpitting of Blood and ſhortneſs of 
Breath, as made him uncapable of ſtaying in Town, or 
attending Buſineſs, ſo that he was removed from Secre- 
tary of State to be Lord Chamberlain, and his own pri- 
vate Secretary Mr. Vernon was made Secretary of State. 
At this JunQure the Parliament made the Court very 
uneaſy about the Partition Treaty, and he being one of 
the prime Miniſters, it was generally hiſper'd, that 
this Illneſs was all pretence, to keep him from having a 
Share in what was then tranſacting; and thoſe were not 
wanting, that endea vour'd to perſwade theKing it was ſoy 
but the King knew him too well, to believe any thing-of 
that kind,and ſurprizing him in his Room at Hampton Court 
one Morning before he was up, ſaw. by theSheet being all uw 
over ſpit with Blood, that it was but too true. Hows \" 


that were Impeached, and if they had, his Intereſt 


might have thrown out the Bill. There were alſo thoſe 


that joined to ſupineneſs, inclinations to Jacobitiim, and 


particularly one Smith accuſed him of having diſcovered | p 


* 


to him the deſigned Aſſaſſination long before any other, 
and that he ſtifled his Information, in this he was ſup- 
boyd by a Peer-'that has Trayell'd much fince,. and 
rinted a Book of his Converſations with the Duke on 
that Subjoct, which was brought into the Houſe of Peers, 
but as the Duke had Communicated every thing to the i 
Ring from time to time, as it paſſed, that Book--was 
condemned by the Houſe of Peers to be Burnt by the 
Hand of the Common Hangman. „ «Sf 
His Spitting of Blood encreafing upon him, the moſt 
Eminent Phyficians gave under their Hands that nothing 
could Cure bing but going to 2 warmer Climate, and Sir 


Thomas Millington ſpoke to the King to adviſe him to go 
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Duke of Shrewsbury. 


N / 
to Montpellier in France, whereupon he reſigned his Staf 
and Ky as Chamberlain, and prepared to go over at a time 
when his Friends the Earl of Orford, Lord Sommers and 
Hallifax, were harraſs'd by the Parliament: This made 
thoſe that would not believe his Illneſs, treat him as a 
Deſerter; and attributed his leaving the Kingdom to 
Cowardice, he retired to his Friend Mr. Mackey's Houſe. 
at Dover, for two or three Days, till the Yacht ſhould be 
ready that was to Tranſport him; and he there received 
the Kings ſurprizing Order, from a Secretary of State, to 
take Paris in his way to Montpellier, and to Viſit the Frend 


! 


ing. 
This did a little Shock him, for he deſigned to have 
retired privately to ſome Warm Corner; the Argument 
the King uſed with him was, that it would look as Ill 
Manners in a Perſon of his Quality and Diſtinction, to 
come into a Princes Country, with whom he had ſo late- 
ly concluded a firm Friendſhip and Peace, not to ſee: 
him; and the Duke on the contrary, ſuſpected that h- 
| 1 Good Manners would expoſe him amongſt the 
People of England, as having a Share, and being a Car- 
— trier on, of thoſe Meaſures between the two Courts as 
were not agreeable in England; and in which he had no 
Hand. However, having the King's Command, on his 
Arrival at Paris, he went directly to Verſailles, and was 
received there as if the French King was in the Secret, to 
mak Mankind believe, that he was upon a Negociati- 
on, for the Captain of the Guards received him at the 
Head of the Stairs, the Marquiſs de Torcy Secretary of 
State, at the Door of the Bed-Chamber, and the King 
himſelf at the Door of his Cloſet, where he entertained 
him for half an hour about Bagatelles ; as he came out of 
the French Kings Cloſet he met the Count de Lau'un,. who, 
after the uſual Civilities, asked him if he would not ſee 
the Chevalier de St. George, he anſwered, that if be was 
to ſee him, he could chooſe rat her to ſee him there than in Eng- 
land; and he took that care during the time he ſtayd 
at Paris, as to avoid every body belonging to that Court, 
even the Earl of Middleton, who was Married to his Mo- 


thers Siſter, and with whom he had for many 12 
| a. 


— 
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Kingdom being in the Poſſeſſion of King Phillip, who be 


from that, that the mor- he ſaw of Popery abroad, the 


he would not ſee, nor any belonging to him, not even 


for the more we ſnww of the Foppery of the Roman Religion, and 
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been in the moſt intimate and aff-Qionate Friendſhip 


his Aunt, becauſe he would not give the leaſt Suſpicion 
of an Inclination to that Court: 1 muſt add on this ſub-: 
ject, that when it was afterwards told him, that the 
Fart of Ferſey had employed People to know if he had 
ſeen the Karl of Middleton ; he anſwered, That he hoped he "| 
was ſo 4vell ſerved, as to know he did not. 5 
He had ſcarce got to Montpellier, when the King of 
Hain Died, and France ſeized upon that Monarchy, on 
which he rea ably concluded we ſhould be drawn in 
to a new War, and therefore made haſt to get out of 
France, and retired to Geneva, where he paſſed his time 
very agreeably fora Year, but the Fogs from the Lake 
made his Diſtemper grow upon him, ſo that he was 
obliged to get over the Alps and go into Itah. ; 
Naples was the Place he defigned to retire to, but that * 


foreſaẽ would ſoon become an Enemy, he went to Rome, 
took a very handſome Palace near the Capitol, and lived 
there above Three Years. On Queen Ann's Acceſſion to 
the Throne he received Letters both from the Duke of | 
Marlborough and Earl Godolphin, offering him the Place of 
Maſter of the Horſe to Her Majeſty, and intreating him 4 
to come Home and ſhare in the Adminiſtration witn 
them; but neither his Health nor Inclination would per- 
mit him to enter into Publick Affairs again, for which 
he declared an utter abhorrence. | "2 
His Enemies in England, who made his Diſtemper on- 
ly a State Trick, gave now out that he was a Roman 
Catholick again, and the Engliſh Pa piſts overjoyed at the 
return of ſo conſiderable a Branch, joined in the Cry, andy 
ſaid that his Journey to Rome was purely to reconcile 
himſelf to their Church; for that none but the Pope 
could abſolve him of his Abjuration; but he was fo 5 | 


more he was confirmed in the Proteſtant Religion and} 
Intereſt, I have heard him ſay, that all Engliſh Mem! 
ought to Travel, to value the more their ſo happy Conſtitution, 
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tbe Oppreſſion in Deſpotick Governments, the more ave aon ſup- * 
| port that Eaſie and Happy Government in Church and State we 
are under at Home; particularly, he abhorred the Pro- 
ceſſions made to the Madona's, and the Worſhipping of 
Our Saviour Feſ#s Chriſt in the Shape of a, Wafer, erected 
on a Throne as an Earthly King; and by the expoſing 
| of theſe Follys in his daily Converſations he converted 
the Earl of Cardigan and his Brother, from Popery, even 
at Rome, nay he was ſo ſtrict this way, that he would 
never enter their Churches to ſee any Curiofities during 
the time of any Service whatſoever, to avoid any In- 
decency from himſelf, or Scandal to others; and when 
an Italian Abbot who had the Character of Envoy to the 
Pope from the Houſe of Hanover, would have viſited 
him, he refuſed to ſee him under that Character; for he 
was ſure that Family had nothing to ſay to the a Pope 
but as 2 Gentleman he ſhould be welcome; he Gon: 
verſed indifferently with all forts of People at Rome, 
_ eſpecially the Literati, and improved his knowledge in 
Painting and Architecture, to which laſt he applyed 
-- waa and made a-very good Collection of the 
rſt. | | | 
His Evenings he generally paſſed at the Princeſs Ca- 
pigni's, where he firſt ſaw the preſent Dutcheſs ; ſhe was 
Widow to a Count belonging to the late Queen of Swe- 
den, and Daughter to the Marquis Paliotti of Bolognia, by 2 
Daughter of Dudliy Duke of Northumberland that Eminent | 
Mathematician who lived at Florence, and lineally deſcen- 
ded from Dudley Duke of Northumberland,whoſe Son mar- 
ried the Lady Jane Grey, who ſucceeded to King Edward 
the VIth on the Throne of England: As ſhe had a great 
many engaging Qualities, and he of a Generous as well 
as Amorous Temper, there became a ſtrict Friendſhip 
between them, which afterwards concluded in a Mar- 
riage 5 which however was not celebrated till he got in- 
to a Proteſtant Country, and ſhe made an Abjuration of 
the Romiſh Faith, which was at Augsburg in Germany, to 
which Place ſhe followed him, after he had made the 
Tour of Lombardy, Venice, Padua and VHrona. The Story 
that went current in England, that he was bullied yo 
| | this 


—— 


The 'Lif? of Charles "9 
is Marriage by two of her Brothers in Rah, is entirely 3 
116 for he was gone from her above fix Months before 
the Marriage, and the Marqueſs Paliotti her Brother who 
now Commands a Regiment of Dragoons in Flanders, and 
was {aid to be the Perfon that Bulli«d him, he never law 
till fx Wer ks after his Marriage, that he came to meet 
them at Cologn, in their way to England from the Palatine 
Court at Dufeldorp, to which Paliatti then — at 
Frankfort he received a very handſome Letter from Sir 
Rocolandgeuynne, inviting him taken to the Court of Hannover 
in his way, but there were thoſe Meaſures then to be 
kept between the two Courts of England and Hannover, 
that he choſe to go directly to Holland, from whence in 
little time he embarked for England. 
He communicated' his Marriage in a Letter from 
Francfort to the Duke of Marlborough, who was then in 
Flanders, who by the very Stile diſcovered that the Duke 
of Sirewshury had done a thing he wanted to make an 
Apology for, and his Friends in Engl md believed he 
was aſhamed of it, fince the Notice they had of it; Was 
by his Letter to Mr. De la Faye, one of the Clerks of the 
Secretary's Office, who took care of his Letters; and a- 
nother to Mr. Macky: On his Arrival in England he was 
_ extreamly well received by the Duke and Dutcheſs: of 
Marlborough, by the Earl Godolphin, and the Court 3 but 
he ſoon perceived a Coldneſs in his old Friends the MH, 
{ome for his Deſertion as they called it, others for his 
Marriage, and others for his going to Rome, and many for 
all three; this occaſioned his going down to his Countries 
of Worceſterſhire and Shropſvire ; but finding the ſame Cold- 
nels alſo there, he retired ro a late Purchaſe he had made 
in Oxfordſhire called Hetrop, in a fine Countxy near Mood. 
fock 5 and there built a moſt Noble Palace, from a Mo- 
del he had brought from Nome, which is certainly one of 
the beſt and nobleſt in England, 3 
During this Retirement, the other Party left no Stons 
unturned to get ſo conſidera ble a Man unto their fide 3 
they knew the great Regard the e for him, the 
Reputation he generally had with the People's and did 
not fail repreſenti ng the Ingratitude of 2 Party to whom 


e 


| 


10 


it when. he would; and ſo it proved with the Duke of 


» ſes bimfelf, and never ſtopt till the whole Miniſtry was 
changed. | 


Date of Shrewsbury. 


he had been fo uſeful. Mr. Harley, zforwards E:rl-of . | 
Oxford, managed this part for them, and many a Meet- 


ing they had on Cerſwold Downs at Hunting Matches, till 


at laſt he was prevailed upon to return to Town, | 
On his Arrival at London, he was viſited by the Duke of 


Buckingham, the late Earl of Rocheſter, and all that Party, 
and very ſoon was brought into all their Meaſures for 
pulling down the Duke of Marlborough and Earl Godol- 
* phin : Bein 
Spirits; and Reſentment makes Mankind often Rebel a- 


Neglected, goes a great way with great 


gainſt Principle; in ſhort, the Lady Mar ſbam having 


prepared the * and the Duke of Somerſet, then Ma- 


er of the Horſe, being alſo diſcontented, and the Duke 
of Argyle, they concerted Meaſures againſt the Miniſtry, 


which upon the Earl Godolphiz's being at a Horſe Match 


at New Market, they put.in Execution, by procuring the 


Staff and Key of Lord Chamberlain to the Duke of 
” Shrewsbury while that Lord was abſent. | 
This ſudden ſtep as was thought 8 it had been 


long concerting) aſtoniſhed the whole 


2 
— 


ation, Stocks 
fell, the Duke of Marlborough abroad, every thing in 
Confufion 3 which the Duke was ſo ſenſible of, that in a 
Letter to Mr. Benjamin Overton, in Anſwer to one of his 


on that Subject, defired him to aflure his Friends, that 


* whatever Reaſons he had to come into the-Miniftry 
hen, he would never depart from his Principles as an 
* Enzliſp Man, and an Aſſerter of the Rights and Liber- 
*'ties of his Country. Another Gentleman viſiting him 
two Days after. he received the Staff, the Duke asked 
him what the Town ſaid ? He anſwered that they ſaid he 
was opening a Door to a Tory Miniſtry 3 he replied 

viſhly, that he opened no Door but what he cou d ſhut when 


be pleaſed : And this being told the Duke of Marlborough 
by the ſame Gentleman about fix Weeks after at Bruſſels, 


he ſaid, In this Country of Holland, if a Man cuts a Dile, 
be does not know how much Mate may break in, and cannot ſtep 


the 


Shrewsbury, for he not only kept the Door open to all ; 
ret- 


Tories to come in, but even preſented all the Tory Add 


He 


* 


french Court to compleat it. 


Tre Life f Charles. 11 

He never was ſo active in any Adminiſtration as in 
this, yet had no ſhare in Adviſing the Queen to make 
that Unaccountable Declaration to Count Galas and Mr. 
Vrybergh, Miniſter of the Emperor and States General; 
and to Sir Gilbert Heathcot from the City, that whatever 
Reaſons ſbe had to turn out the Exrl of Sunderland from being 
Sear-tary of St1te, ſh? would carry the Changes no farther, nor 
Diſſolve that Parlia nent, becauſe he knew that in leſs than 


a Moatn \h- would do both. 


He kn-w that the Miniſtry he had brought in had not 
Credit -n»ugh with the Monyed Men of the Nation to 
carry the Qu-en through the War; he therefore entred 
into all th: Meaſures for obtaining a Peace to conſerve 
them in the Miniſtry, . + FEY 

He wes privy to the late Earl of F—ſy and Count 
Tallard's {ending the Abbot Gautier to France to ſound the 
Court on that Subject; and to Mr, Prior's following 


him; he was the firſt to Treat with Monfieur Meſnager, 


whom Prior brought back with him to London 3 and to 
th: turning out Mackey of Dover for having diſcovered 
theſe ſt ps of privacy to the Whigs; and yet Principle got 


ſo far th better of Reſentment on this ſcore, that he of- 


ten ſent Mr. Mackey Sums of Money when he was out, 


without letting him know from whence they came: In 
fine, to give the finiſhing ſtroke to the Treaty'of Peace, 


he accepted of going Ambaſſador Extraordinary to the 
Never Miniſter was better received at the Court of 
France than he was; but there was an unlucky but plea- 
1 nt Z ncident that made the People of Paris very merry at; 
18 Entry. | 1 
The ancient Motto of the Family of Shrewsbury is Preſs 

4 Accomplir, or ready to fulfil and accompliſh, and he has! 


ving this on all his Coaches under his Arms; the French 


ſaid the Engliſh muſt be very fond of Peace when theig 
Ambaſſador declares it on his Coaches. 
However as he was neither to be Flattered nor Cajo 
led, and infiſted upon ſeveral heneficial Articles of Com- 
merce which the French would Fave declined; and being 
entirely out of the Secret of the deep Dehgns then g 


, | 2 Dale of Shrewsbury. 


foot, in favour of the Pretender he ſoon found a Cool- 
neſs in that Court towards him, and perceived that there 
vas momentous ſecret Paſlages between the Courts of 
: England and France, that were managed by Mr. Prior 
without him, Barton the Meſſenger paſſed often between 
the Lord Bolingbrook and Mr. Prior, that he knew nothing 
of, which made him for ſeveral Months ſollicit his Re- 
turn, before he could obtain the Permiſſion. 
When he came to England he had hard] y time given 
him to ſettle his private Affairs, before they ſent him out 
of the way, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, that a Perſon of 
his Penetration . not ſee the dark Doings then on 
foot, and perhaps have ſaved the Queen from ſplitting 
on that Rock which coſt HER her Lite. 
They had ſent Sir Conſtantine Phipps before, Lord 
[| Chaneellor to Ireland, and defigned to have given the 
Duke a Secretary of the ſame Stamp; but he infift- 
ing very. poſſitively on carrying his own Secretary, 
Sir Fobn Stanly, the Quoen with much ado agreed to 
it; and which was no {mall Mortification to the Tory 
Party, he being a Gentleman of undoubted Integrity 
bred up in Revolution Principles, and a Native of 
"| Ireland, and which gave the Irib Torys an indifferent 
| | preſage of the Dukes Adminiſtration there, 
His reception at Dublin {ſeemed to be a Lampoon 
upon him, the Recorder. in his Speech complemented 
him on the great ſhare he had in the Revolution 
and the Peers and Clergy complemented him on the 
great ſhare he had in making the Peace, Two things 
ds oppoſite in Principles as the Poles are diſtant. How- 
eyer, no Man in his Circumſtances, under the influ- 
gence of ſuch an Adminiſtration at Court, and tyed 
down to the Rules of the Lord Chancellor, could behave 
himſelf: with more Care for the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
and the Libertys of that Country : I do averr, that 
be could have had Sir Richard Levens ſet up by the 
# 3 Forys, choſen Speaker of the Houſe of Commons in- 
' = Read of Mr. Broderick. ſet up by the Whiggs if he had 
pleaſed; but he would neither by. Bribery nor Influ- 


* break io upon that Liberty which ought * 4 
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De Life of Charles "x" 
ſacred in a Parliaments choice of their Speaker's nay, 
when General Stewart at his Levee one Morning 
ſpeaking of an Election with Joy that the Torys had 
carryed, made uſe of the Word We, the Duke took 
him up ſhort, and bid him not ſpeak in the plural Number, 
for he came not there to be of any Party, but to adminiſter Fuſtice 
impartially to all, to ſerve his Queen, and protect the Subje&s 
in their Liberty; nay, when the Election for the City of 
Dublin came on, and the Torys as a mark of Diſtinction 
wore Lawrels in their Hatts, he order'd the Yeomen 
of the Guards to deny entrance to every Body with- 
out diſtinction, that ſhould come to Court with that, 
or any other badge of Difſention ; and when that E- 
lection came on, and the Papiſts (who are very nume- 
rous in Dublin) joined with the Tors to Mobb the Whies 
he tacitely permitted the Guards to go and diſperce 
them, yet the Whigs durſt not truſt him, and the Torys: 

ſuſpected him, ſo that you mui imagine he had a 
very indifferent Game to play; and when he returned 
to England, the Torys had the Inſolence to Print a Satyr, 

and Cry it about the Streets before he was on Ship 
board, entituled Poliphemus, or Ireland. Eye, alluding to 
his one Eye. | | | | 
The Fleet being paid off, and the Army reduc'd, 
after ſuch a manner as not to be ever in a condition 

of obſtructing the Reſtoration of the Pretender, the £ 

Duke of Sherwsbury on his afrival at London, found 
the Miniſtry all to pieces amongſt themſelves, Bolingbrodk 
and his Party driving furiouſly on, and Oxford and his, 
a little more warrily, divided them about the method 
of bringing the Pretender in 3 and this Divifion ha | 
215 to ſa ve the Nation; for what could hinder if 
he had Landed before the Queen Died, the Duke of © 
Ormond then at the Head of the modelled Army, which 
was purged of all Officers of Revolution Principles, 
and that Sir 2 — 3 ,, fince a Fugitive, 
at the Head of the Fleet; and the Nation ſo Polſoned 
in his Favour, by the inferior Clergy, that it 'was next 
to impoſſible he ſhould meet with any oppolition s © 

But Providence always more careful of us thanwe "4 
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ot our ſelves, deſigned it otherwiſe ; and this Diviſion 
and Scuffle, in which the Earl of Oxſerd loſt his White 
Staff, threw the Queen into Fits, ot Which ſhe Died. 
However, before her Death; that the Treaſury might 
not be without a Head, the Staff muit be Lodged 
ſomewhere 3 and accordingly on her Death Bed ſhe 
deliver'd to the Duke of Shrewsbury, ſo at the Queens. 
Death he was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord High 
Treaſurer of Great-Britain, and Lord Chamberlain; 
Three great Employments, never in the Hands of ons 
Perſon before. | 

He figned the Proclaimation for Proclaiming King 
GEORGE, and was one of the Lords appointed by 
his Majeſty to Govern the Nation till his arrival; he 
attended cloſe at the Treaſury, yet did nothing, but 
in conjunction with the Lord Hallifax Auditor of the 
Exchequer ; and although there were ſeveral Employ- 
ments Vacant in the Revenue in his Gift, yet he diſ- 


poſed of none, but left all till His Majeſties arrival. 


On His Majeſties Landing at Greerwhich he Surren- 
dered his two Employments of Tr-aſurer, and Lord 


Lieutenant of Ireland, the Firſt of which His Majeſty 
put in Commiſſion, and gave the Second to the Earl 


of Sunderland; but he was confirmed in his Third Em- 
ployment of Lord Chamberlain of his Majeſties Hou- 
mold, and began to torm a * in Conjunction 


„with the Lord Halliſar and ſome others, for a Coali- 


tion, and Mixing the Miniſtry ; but as there was a 
Neceſſity of juſtifying the Honour of the Nation abroad, 


'by: enquiring into that Fatal Ceſſation of Arms, and 


that molt inglorious and almoſt Seperate Peace, by 


which we abandoned our Allies, and indeed Betrayed 


our ſelves, The Duke {ſeldom or never went to the 
Cabinet Council, though regularly Summon'd, becauſe 
he could not bear hearing thoſe things Condemned, 


in the Negociating of which he had ſo great 2 ſhare; 


however he continued to Act in his Poſt of Lord 


- Chamberlain, for ſeveral Months, and was very. well 
With the King, even after his reſignation of the Key to 


3 
„ * 


Being 


- 
I @ «+ 4© 40 
* 1 x - vÞ 4 
- 


bine. 


Being out of all Employment, he took a Country Set 
near London, and his Old Diſtemper turning into an 4 © 
na, he was often out of Order, and in the Chriſtmas Huli> 
days 1717, was ſeis'd with a Fever, which join d to the o- 
ther, carry'd him off. 7 

On the Monday before he died he ſent for all his Ser- 
vants up into his Room, and telling them, that let the 
Phyficians ſay what they would, he was ſure he muſt © 
die then, and defired that if Death ſhould carry him off 
ſuddenly,they would do that Juſtice to his Memory, as to 
declare as he did, that he died in the Communion of the 
Church of England, of which he had been above Thirty 


| Years an unworthy. Member. 


On Tueſday he received the Sacrament from the 


| Hands of the Biſhop of Salisbury and Doctor Clark his 


Pariſh Miniſter, and on Wedneſday Mrs. Goodiere his 
Houſe Keeper coming into his Room, he ſeriouſly agked 
her, what it was to bring a Child into the World? ſhe an{we- % 
red a Pain that ſurpaſſeth Imagination: And ſo it is alſo ts 
get out of it, ſa ys he; Heu vain is this World, and yet what a 
ſtruggle wwe have to part with it, ; 
He preſerved his Judgment and Senſes to the laſt Mi- 
nute, even the Day he died he bad the Dutcheſs ane 
Phyſician go to Dinner, and come and chatt with him 
_ they had done, but before Dinner was over he 
ied, | _ 
He was one of the fineſt Gentlemen of the Age he Hil- 
ved in, very handſome in his Perſon, of an admirable. 
Addreſs, a charming way of ſpeaking, the Kindeſt Ma- 
ſter to his Servants, and the Jeſt to his Creditors that 
ever was known. | a | 
He was a Nobleman of great Gallantry amongſt the 
Ladies when Young, of whom the Atalantis miſtakes ma- 
ny ; he might have had many great Matches in his own © 
Country, and ſome he defigned himſelf, if he had not 
found the Ladies facile. | =, 
He had the Misfortune in the ſeveral Changes and 
Turns of Affaire he had been concerned in, not to bee 
thought ſteddy to any Party. Ha died in the th 
of his Age, and was buried with his Ae Shrops 
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Tough he bad no great Opinion of his Heir, who i; 
* Noman Catholick — 


1 


= his Mothers Jointure) and the Houſe and Furniture in 
1 Warwick-ftreet, with 2000 Ounces of his Plate, for Life. 
His Box at Iewvrth, ſo finely furniſhed, he left to his 
Heir, as alſo the fine Houſe at H-throp 5 and appointed 
the Earl Cardigan, the Biſhop of Sarum, Sir John Stanly © 
And Mr. Arden his Steward, 'T'ruftees, to ſee his Will exe- - 
cuted, with the Allowance of One Hundred Pounds a 
Year each for their Trouble, and lett ſome ſmall Lega- 
cies amongſt his Servants. aq | | 
Thus, My Lord, I have finiſhed my Sketch which 
may prove 2 Foundation for ſome abler Pencil to make 


ſome time or other a larger Picture, 1 


